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“Farmers should be proud 
because there is a lot of value 
to having a facility where there 
is going to be focus on wheat 
research.” - Will Zorilla

The WGRC 
Plans to Take 
Wild Wheat to 
Bread Wheat

The Wheat Genetics Resource Center 
recently held the first of many Industry 
Advisory Board Meetings for the 
National Science Foundation Industry/
University Cooperative Research 
Center. 
   Over 50 scientists and researchers 
attended the event to discuss operations 
of the Center. The meeting consisted 
of a review of the center structure and 
discussion regarding the different 
research programs. The center is the 
first of its kind bringing together private 
and public research to extract better 
wheat genetics from the 14,000 strains 
of wild wheat genetic material in the 
WGRC. 
   “There has never been a center like 
this for plant science so we are working 
on getting things started and helping 
our members understand the National 
Science Foundation structure,” said 
Will Zorilla, program manager at 
Earth’s Harvest , a nonprofit focused 
on expanding the impact of genetic 
resources. 
   The theme of the center will be 
focusing research on the bank of wild 
wheat genetics and ancient wheat 
relatives and putting them into a form 
that can easily be used in cultivar wheat 
varieties. The center will research how 
to create new methods for using genetic 
diversity to find solutions to problems 
for farmers and consumers of wheat. 
Industry partners will provide market 
awareness ensuring the delivery of 
traits important to end users. The 
WGRC contains genetic material that 

researchers hope to use to create wheat 
varieties that are drought resistant, heat 
tolerant, insect resistant and more. 
      Bikram Gill, Kansas State University 
distinguished professor of plant 
pathology and director of the WGRC, 
will also serve as the director of the NSF 
center. 
   “Through a public-private consortium, 
we hope to leverage the diversity in 
the WGRC to add value to the wheat 
industry,” Gill said. 
   The WGRC houses the world’s 
premier collection of wheat germplasm 
and genetic 
tools. With the 
partnerships 
the WGRC will 
be a center 
for improving 
the global 
wheat crop 
and solving 
problems that 
limit current wheat production.    
    The new center will be housed at the 
Kansas Wheat Innovation Center at 
Kansas State University. The state of the 
art facility opened December 2012 and 
was funded by Kansas wheat farmers 
who saw a need for further investment 
in wheat research. This facility allows 
for student researchers; doctoral, 

graduate and undergraduate students 
to do the majority of the work under 
the supervision of lead researchers. 
The result will be graduates going into 
the workforce highly trained in wheat 
genetics. 
   “Farmers should be proud because 
there is a lot of value to have a facility 
where there is going to be a focus 
on wheat research,” Zorilla said. “It 
definitely makes for a true collaborative 
research center. I do not think it could 
have happened at this scale if we did not 
have this facility.” 

   The Industry 
Advisory Board is set 
to meet again in May 
but research at the 
center will begin as 
soon as possible with 
tentative project start 
dates in December 
2013.    
   Industry partners 

include Bayer CropScience, Dow 
AgriSciences, General Mills, Heartland 
Plant Innovations, Limagrain, Syngenta, 
Kansas Department of Agriculture, 
Kansas Wheat Alliance,  Kansas Wheat 
Commission, Colorado State University, 
ConAgra, Colorado Wheat Research 
Foundation and Colorado Wheat 
Administrative Committee. 

Follow Kansas Wheat: 

http://www.pinterest.com/americasbread/
https://twitter.com/KansasWheat
http://https://www.facebook.com/kansaswheat
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   The 51st Kansas Wheat state fair booth 
took home first prize for indoor exhibit 
at the 2013 Kansas State Fair. The booth 
spotlighted the 25 billion bushels of 
wheat harvested in the past 100 years of 
Kansas farming. 
   Celebrating how far Kansas farmers 
have come in the past 100 years, the 
booth featured the actual 25 billionth 
bushel of wheat harvested in Colby, 
Kansas on July 9. Located in the Pride 
of Kansas Building, the Kansas Wheat 
Booth became a major attraction with 
a timeline of the progression of wheat 
farming in the state of Kansas. 
   Wheat spokepersons and both KAWG 
board members and Commissioners 
volunteered at the booth and answered 
questions about wheat farming and 

Wheat Booth Wins Award

   At a time when the nutrition debate 
has taken center stage and many 
Americans are bombarded daily with 
conflicting information on nutritional 
science, fact-based information about 
nutrition has been desperately needed. 
A new website, Grains for Your Brain, 
backed by the Grains Food Foundation 
was launched in August 2013 to fill this 
information gap. 
   Grains for Your Brain is intended 
to provide consumers with common 
sense strategies for living well, backed 
by nutrition experts and science. 
Site visitors can ask questions, find 
healthy recipes and hear from experts 
in nutrition, brain science, exercise 
science and more. Helpful videos give 
factual, research-based advice from 

Good Grains for Your Brain

professionals working in the medical 
and health industry. 
   Grains for Your Brain is supported 
by the Grain Foods Foundation, a joint 
venture of members representing the 
baking and milling industries and 
allied suppliers formed in 2004. The 
Foundation has said they are committed 
to nutrition education programming 
that is firmly rooted in sound science, 

and will accomplish this by partnering 
with its Scientific Advisory Board, 
a multidisciplinary cross-section of 
nationally recognized nutrition and 
healthcare experts. 
   Partners of Grains for Your Brain 
include the Wheat Foods Council, U.S. 
Wheat Associates, National Association 
of Wheat Growers, the American Bakers 
Association and many more.  

baking. Information was provided to  
visitors about baking and whole grain 
nutrition. Families could take home 
several educational materials including 
the 2013 Kansas Wheat Commission 
Recipe book, featuring recipes from the 
National Festival of Breads. 
   The stars of the booth were Mr. and 
Mrs. Slice, costumed characters that 
provided great photo opportunities and 
fun for all ages. 
   “It was a great way to celebrate the 
100 birthday of the Kansas State Fair 
and the success of the wheat industry 
and agriculture in Kansas,” said Cindy 
Falk Kansas Wheat Nutrition Educator. 
The award winning booth  was enjoyed 
by young and old and successfully told 
the story of Kansas wheat.

   Members of the Kansas Association of 
Wheat Growers adopted or renewed 21 
policy resolutions at the Association’s 
annual meeting in Wichita Aug. 8, 2013. 
KAWG President Gary Millershaski 
reminded KAWG members attending 
the meeting how vital the resolutions 
session is to the success of KAWG. 
   “Resolutions form the basis of 
what our organization stands for,” 
Millershaski said. “When we are 
setting priorities and working on issues 
throughout the rest of the year, we 
refer back to what our members decide 
during this meeting.” 
   A full list of the resolutions the Policy 
Committee drafted is available at 
kswheat.com. A few notable resolutions 
added during the meeting include the 
three listed below.
S.12 “The KAWG supports the mission 
of the Kansas Foundation for Ag in the 
Classroom and believes their efforts are 
vital to the promotion of agriculture.”
DP.16 “The KAWG opposes separating 
the Nutrition and Farm Program 
components of the Farm Bill into 
separate pieces of legislation.”
DP. 17 “The KAWG opposes the repeal 
of the Farm Bill’s permanent law 
provisions.”

KAWG Annual 
Meeting

http://www.kansaswheat.org
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   The U.S. Wheat Industry’s biggest 
hard red winter year to date customer is a 
pleasant surprise for Kansas wheat farmers. 
Brazil has purchased over 3.09 million 
metric tons or 115 million bushels of hard 
red winter wheat for the marketing year 
2013/2014. At this time in marketing year 
2012/2013, Brazil had not purchased any 
hard red winter wheat from the U.S. 
   Due to a temporary tariff change, Brazil, 
one of the world’s leading wheat importers, 
has leaned on the U.S. to feed their need for 
wheat. 
   Brazil is South America’s largest wheat 
importing market, but typically only 
purchases about 400,000 MT per year from 
the U.S., instead relying on fellow Mercosur 
member Argentina for the bulk of its wheat 
imports. This year, however, both Brazil 
and Argentina’s wheat crops fell short. That 
supply situation, combined with concerns 
of inflation in Brazil, has caused exports 
to South America to skyrocket. Exports to 
South America are up 848 percent from 
last year’s sales. The next biggest hard red 
winter customer is the traditional customer, 
Nigeria, at 1.7 MMT purchased this 
marketing year. 
   On April 1, 2013, Brazil lifted a 10 
percent common external tariff on wheat, 
including for the U.S., for a quota of 
36.7 million bushels (1.0 MMT). Brazil’s 
government later extended the tariff-rate 
quota to 73.5 million bushels (2.0 MMT) 
through Sept. 6. Brazil then again extended 
the quota 
another 
14.7 million 
bushels 
(400,000 
metric tons) 
through 
the end 
of November 2013, signaling even 
more opportunities for HRW sales.                                                                                                                                           
   Brazil’s revised tariff rate quota for this 
year is temporary, but it has provided for 
U.S. wheat producers with an opportunity 
to gain new market access. U.S. Wheat 
Associates, the industry’s export trade 
association, is hopeful that Brazil may 
institute a permanent increase in the tariff 
rate quota, as a duty free period has been 
implemented twice in the last five years.                                                                                                                                           
   “We are working very hard to get new 
market access for U.S. wheat producers and 

get Brazil to live by their trade agreements,” 
said U.S. Wheat Associates Vice President 
of Policy, Shannon Schlecht. “For the 
Midwest, the tariff rate quota, or getting 
new market access into Brazil would create 
new demand for HRW wheat, would be 
good for HRW producers and would raise 
overall farm gate prices if you can keep 
everything else equal.” 
    Another market opportunity exists with 
Brazil’s prior trade agreements. The U.S. 
had about 50 percent market share in Brazil 

before the implementation 
of the Mercosur agreement 
in 1991, which gave duty 
free access to wheat from 
Argentina, Paraguay and 
Uruguay. During the 1994 
Uruguay round, Brazil agreed 
to market access for wheat 

from non-Mercosur, WTO members for 
27.6 million bushels (750,000 metric 
tons) per year, but never implemented the 
measure. This year’s action could lead to 
permanent market access and, as a result, 
increased market demand for Midwest 
wheat producers. It would also provide 
a consistent, competitive alternative 
for Brazil’s milling industry that would 
ultimately benefit Brazil’s consumers. 
   “Any time we can have more market 
access and reduce tariffs, it is a positive 
for U.S. farmers,” said Scott Van Allen, 

Kansas Wheat Commissioner from 
Clearwater, Kansas. “We always strive to 
deal on a level playing field. U.S. farmers 
can compete with just about anyone on 
a farmer to farmer basis but we can’t 
compete with foreign governments.”                                                                                                                                    
    The location of U.S. southern ports is 
important for wheat exports to Brazil. 
Several important flour mills operate in 
northeast Brazil and its northeastern port 
areas are about the same distance away 
from southern U.S. ports as they are from 
Argentina’s southern ports. This leaves U.S. 
wheat at no disadvantage when it comes to 
shipping costs.  
    Additionally, Kansas wheat producers 
and USW have worked together to maintain 
a good relationship with the Brazilian 
wheat industry. A group of wheat buyers 
from Brazil visited Sean Ohlde’s farm near 
Palmer, Kansas in April 2013. The tour, 
sponsored by Bunge, allowed participants 
to assess the quality of the 2012 wheat 
crop and gain a better understanding of the 
Kansas wheat industry.  
    As the nation’s leading producers of 
HRW wheat, Kansas wheat farmers are 
benefitting significantly from Brazil’s recent 
tariff change. Consistent market demand 
form one of the world’s largest wheat 
importing countries would see even more 
U.S. wheat sales to Brazil if that temporary 
opportunity becomes permanent law. 

“Any time we can get more 
market access and reduce 
tarrifs, it is a positive for U.S. 
farmers,”- Scott Van Allen 

Unusual Marketing Opportunity

A map of U.S. Wheat Offices and countries served by U.S. Wheat around the world. 
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Kansas Wheat Commission Check-Off Increases
   On Nov. 1, 2013 the Kansas Wheat 
Check-off increased from 1.5 cents per 
bushel to 2 cents per bushel to meet 
the need to advance and accelerate 
wheat technology improvement through 
research. The decision was made by the 
board of the Kansas Wheat Commission 
at their regular meeting in August. For 
the past five years, producers have been 
investing 1.5 cents per bushel to support 
research and market development 
activities of the Commission. 
   The increase to two cents per bushel 
put the Kansas wheat check-off at a rate 
equal to or less than most other wheat 
check-offs in the U.S. With the opening 
of the Kansas Wheat Innovation Center 
in Manhattan in December 2012, a huge 
step was taken towards the advancement 

of wheat research in Kansas. The 35,000 
square-foot, $10.3 million facility will 
result in new, improved wheat varieties 
being released at an increased frequency.                                                                                                                                       
   “Decreased wheat acres and smaller 
crops in combination with decreased 
state and federal research funding make 
it more vital than ever that farmers 
invest more in their own industry. This 
small increase of the assessment will 
allow the Commission to pay down debt 
on the building and focus on funding 
research in the Innovation Center,” 
said Ron Suppes, KWC Chairman from 
Dighton. 
   The extra dollars will also aid in 
marketing efforts. Kansas continues to 
export 50 percent of wheat produced 
every year to international markets at a 

value of $1.5 billion. The Commission 
continues to work through U.S. Wheat 
Associates to identify new and emerging 
international markets and assessing the 
needs of those customers. 
   “We also can’t take our domestic 
customers for granted,” said KWC 
CEO Justin Gilpin.  “The gluten-free 
food market has seen a 28% increase 
in growth the past five years.  Books 
like the “Wheat Belly” feed into this 
consumer diet fad. Farmer dollars 
are used to support the Wheat Foods 
Council, which works to make sure that 
truth and science combat myths and fads 
regarding gluten.” 
   Farmers who have concerns or 
questions are encouraged to contact the 
Kansas Wheat Office.

http://www.kansaswheat.org

